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EDITORIAL. 


DOCTRINE OF ELECTION, _ 
EXAMINED, 


By C, GarDNER. 


According as he hath chozen us in him beſore the ſounda - 
tion of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love.* Eph. i. 4. 


In calling your attention to this passage of 
gcripture, my heaters, it may not be ainiss to 
sate, in the outset, the object we have in view in 
doing 80. It 1s our intention, in the remarks we 
gre now to make, to call up and consider the 
Doctrine of Election, as expressed in the 8crip- 
tures; aad this, because we deem it of primary 
importance to explain that doctrine, and thereby, 
to correct a prevailing and very dangerous error 
apache it. 

281des, it is of 8ome congequence to state and 
ettablish the fact, that we, even we—believers in 
. the final 8alvation of all intelligent beings, of the 
whole human family—are open and decided advo- 
cates of the doctrine of Election; but not, we 
wish to be understood, as it has generally been 
held. We are advocates of that doctrine, as get 
forth and inculcated in the 8criptures, and as we 
8hall endeayor to explain it, in the gequel of this 
dizcourze. Bat we are far—as far as the hea- 
vens are from the earth—from believing that pre- 
poxterous and 'glooniy 8entim2nt, which teaches 
us that 8om2 are elect2d to endless life and glory, 
and the rezt doomed to dwell forever in the 
8hades of eternal darkness and death. No, thank 
heaven! We believe no 8uch doctrine as this ; 
and no 8uckh doctrine as this, we- plainly and 
boldly, as3ert, can be found in the 8acred SCrip- 
tures. It can, indeed, no where be found, eave 
only in the catechism3 and creeds of fallible men ; 
and infinitely better had it been for the world and 

2 cause of truth, if it had never been found, 
even there! We rejoice, however, that its days 
are numbered ; that public opinion is 8etting 80 
fast, and 80 decidedly against it, that even those 
who embrace it in their creeds dare not openly 
wow it and publicly defend it. Under 84ch cir- 
cun3tances, iheing abandoned. by its friends 
and opposgd: enemies, we m1y not reason 
ably expect, that it will survive long. But when 
it 8hall no longer exist, alaz! for the doctrines of 
, the church; alas! for the creeds and inventions 
of mn ; alas! for reputed orthodoxy ; alas! for 
1t 8y3t2m of terror, which has 80 long held tho 
chriztian world in bondage, and filled it with the 
tears and amentations of innocent men, women 

L2t. that doctrine. be abandoned 
4 the church will ris2. from its 
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become free, indepoudont and 
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The remarks we have now made, my hearers, 
will give you we think, a pretty clear view of the 
ground we intend to occupy in this discourse. 
Our primary object is, to exploin the doctrine of 
Election, as taught in the scriptures j but we kav2 


| also some remarks to make, in relation to that 


doctrine, as we find it, expressed in the creeds of 
men, Woe shall endeavor to be as brief as possi- 
ble ; and yet, not 86 brief, we hope, as nct to do 
the 8ubject we are about to consider the justice 
which 1t plainly demands. We $hall endeayor to 
keep our minds fixed on the object we have in 
view, and to 8et it before you, in as clear a light, 
and in as few words, as possible. 

We may here remark, that the text we have 
chosen as the starting point of this discourse, in 
connection with another passage, which we 8hall 
now present to your notice, is 8upposed to teach 
the doctrine of Clection, ag held by those church» 
es, who assume the reputation of being orthodex 
in sentiment. The passage, to which we bere 
allude, is this, — But we are bound to give thanks 
always to God for you, brethren, beloved of the 
Lord, because God hath from the beginning eho+ 
3en you to 81lvation through sanctification of the 
3pirit, and belief of the truth.% This pas8age, we 
are told, in connection with ou: text, exprezseg 
the 8ame g8entim2nt as is found in the following 
article of faith, —an article, which, we take the 
liberty to assure you, is tiken precizely a3 it reads, 
from the creed of an orthodox church ;* and 
which, morover, a person is required 80lemn]y to 
assent to, before he can be admitted to the privi- 
leges and ordinances of that church. The axticls 
in queation is thus express2d. 
© We believe, that thoge who embrace the go8- 

pel, were chosen in Christ before the foundation 

of the world-that they should be holy and without 
blame before him in love; and that they should 
be 8nved, not by works of right?onsness which 
they have done, bnt according to the digtinguish- 
ing mercy of God, through sanctification of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth.” 

In reference to this articte of faith, we do not 
hesitate to 8ay, that it expresses the doctrine of 
unconditional election, and implies the doctrine of 
unconditional reprobation. But, itz advocates 
have 8omething to 8ay in its defence ; and, as it 
is always well to hear both sides of the question, 
it may not be improper to give their argnmnts a 
passing notice, In the first place they r-mark, 
that the article in question is taken chirfly frem 
3cripture; and, from this fact they argue, that the 
article should be explained precisely as we eX- 
plain the seripture, from which it professes chiefly 
to be taken. This argument moy appear planst- 
ble, and, to 8om®, may. be perfectly satisfictory z 
but let us look at it, and, for a moment, candid'y 
examine it, In the first place it is 891d, the arti- 
cle is taken chiefly from scripture z— well, we ad- 
mit the fact; what then? Does it follow that it 
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810014 be explained precisely as we explain the 
8:ript ires? By no means; and this, simply be- 
c (432 the language of gcripture is 80 mixed up 
with t12 language of the creed maker, that it 
would r2quire a very skillful hand to geparate the 
oae f.om the other, without destroying the sense 
aud meaning of buth. When we read an article 
of ſa.th, we judge of itz proper import and mean- 
inz by the known and acknowledged sentiments 
of t1y3e why» framed it, or by the connection m 
which it stands 3; and when we read the scriptures, 
we azcertian their import and meaning in much 
the 83m? way, Now we know, by this rule of in- 
t>rpretation, that the article in question teaches 
the doctrine of unconditional election und repro- 
bation ; and, by the 81me rule, that the scriptures 
t>ach no 8uch doctrine.  'The argument in ques- 
t'on, therefore, when weighed in the balance of 
T2430n, 18 fonnd wanting, and, of course, should 
b» abandoned, It affords no evidence in favor of 
the article before us. 

It is certiinly a very singular, and, at the 8ame 
tim?, a mo3t prepost-rons idea, thit becanse the 
article-in que=tion is expreassed chiefly. in the lan- 
gage of scripture, we are therefore bound to ex- 
plain it as we explain the scriptires. Let us, 
h »wever, for a mume:1t, 8'1ppose it to be x correct 
1.12%, —w!lat would it prove? If anything, of 


co r3:, it wonld prove that any aticle of faith, 
ex:rei:ed chi ſy in the langnage of scripture, 
wo114 be true; and, if this point were settled, we 
conld exzily as-izt our adversaries in making ont 
a cr22d very mich to their liking, We cou'd pre- 
$2nt them wit! articles of fiith, 8uch as the fol- 
Invinz, — We b2lieve, thit God will nof have all 


mon to b2 8aved, We b-lieve, that as in Adam 
al! dis, ev2n 80 in Chriat 8hall gome b2 made alive. 
Wa> b:lieve, that all th2 ends of the earth shal! 
11} -e» the s8alvation of our God. We hz=lieve, 
thit (od is not the Savior of all men.% Now all 
t123e articles of fait? are expres3zed chiefly in the 
Jin-ut7e of 8cripture ; and, according t» the rule 
Iud down, muzt therefore be trne. Only give 
cr>2d-makor3 such latitnde as this, my hearers, 
an1 the doctrine .of mw's final aud free ealvation, 
we emnfezs, will 8t:mn1 b:1t a very 8mall chance of 
g"c2993-in the world, Unqueztionab'y, it would 
8201 be overthrown, 

By way of twint, and in languace s8omewhat 
gt'e13tic, it h143 been 89id, that when the passag* 
w2 have 8elected for our text, and the one we 
h:iv2 qunated as its 8upposed anxilary are read in 
t1> script1res, we nnderstand them to teach the 
dvctiin> of nniv>rsal 8alvation; but when. they 
cr embndgied in the creed of an orthodox church. 
w2 nn1>rztand them to texch the nnconditiona! 
el>ction of a part of mankind to salvation. In re- 
p'y t this, we may remark,that part of the state- 
mant 18 true, and part of it is false. When we 
find thase paz8age3 embodied, —observe the ex- 
prexainn, embo he | !—in the creed of an orthodox 
een, w2 nnd-rzstind them to teach the uncon- 
ditional election of a part of mankind to 8alya- 
tim ; hut we have never 8aid, that they teach the 
doetrin2 of univereal salvation, as they stand in 
the scriptnres, Tf, in fact, we do not greatly mis- 
take, we chall abnrdant!y prove, that there are 
other: t- be 82v=d, bexides thnee who were cho- 
en in Chriet. before the fonndaticn of the world. 
N: twithst2nding this, however, we hold. as firmly 


as our adversaries do, the doctrine of election,— 
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but we- believe the chosen ones, whoever th 
may be, were chosen for the benefit of the md 
muainder:” But this is not the doctrine which the 
article in_question inculcates; and which, it js 
aid, is taken chiefly from the scriptures. It is 
not, in fact, the doctrine which is taught in any 
of the articles of faith, held by any of the ortho- 
dox churches, in New-England. 

But we must now proceed to consider the doc- 
trine of election, as expressed in the scriptureg, 
and of which we were particularly to speak. In 
the first place, however, we- must examine the 
text in connection with the context. 

[In order to understand the meaning of our text, 
it will be necessary for us to consider the ques- 
tion, in the. first place, in relation to whom wag 
it 8poken? *According as he hath chosen ug'— 
whom does the apostles mean by *us 7—It is 
necessary that we should understand this ques- 
tion ; and thut, because the article, which claims 
to be chiefly taken from gcripture, unequivocally 
488erts, * that those who embrace the gospel,” were 
the chosen ones. We do not mean to say, that 
the author of the article may not be correct, in 
making this statement ; but, however that may be, 
it 18 a Statement which the apostles did not make; 
ind we wish it to be understood, that whether it 
be true or falze, it is an assertion of the creed- 
maker, and not of the apostle. 'The apostle was 
writing *to the saints at Ephesus, and to the faithful 


mn Chrest Jesus;” but, after- having directed his 


!etter to them, he shifts the 8uhject of his remarks, 
ind speaks of himsctf, and of 8omeothers, as be- 
ing chosen in Christ Jesus, before the fuundation 
of the world, according to the pleasure of God's 
will, This distinction between the * chosen ones! 
ind *the eaints at Ephesus, is kept in view 
through the whole chapter, and indeed, through 
the whole epistle; aud it is indispensably neces- 
zary that it 8hould be kept in view, in order to ob- 
rain a right understan''ing of onr subject., It 
;hould be distinctly understood and remembered, 
that he was writing to the Ephesians; and, in the 
course of his remarks, made mention of himsel/, 
in connection with others, who were doubtless 
with him at Rome, at which place the Epistle 1s 
3npposed to have been written. This distinction 
is made perfectly-plain by the apostle, near tho 
close of his Epistle ; where, addressing the > 
:ians, he 8ays, * Bnt that ye may know my affairs, 
and how I do, Tychicns, a beloved brother, and 
faithful minister in the T.ord, shall make known to 
you all things ; whom I have sent 1nto you for the 
32me purpose, that ye-might know our affairs, and 
that he might comfort your hearts.” This of course, * 
makes it evident that a distinction should be kept _ 
in view between the person writing, and the per- 
8ons written to; and a moment's attention will dis- 
cover the fact, that the writer and.those who were 
with him, were the chosen ones, of, whom our text - 
gives us an account. 'This being the case, we ma 
now proceed to point out the purpose, for whic 
they were chosen, and which they undoubtedly 
accomplished. ; 

In order to do this, we. have only to notice care- 
fully the Apostle's remarks, in the encceeding 
contest, Aﬀer writing the words of the text, he 
proceeds thns ; * hoving predestinated ns nnto the 
adcption cf chi'dren, by Jesns Christ to himscl*, ac- 
cording to the good plengure of his will, to the 


praise of the glory of his grace ; wherein he bath 
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made ns accepted in the Beloved; in whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of 8ins, ing to the riches of his H 
wherein he hath abounded toward us, in all wis-' 
dom and prudence; having made known unto us 
the my3tery ,of - his will, according to his good 
pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself.” 

And, here, my. hearers, we wish you to observe 
particularly the. language of the Apostle. Thus 
far he has been 8peaking of those, who were cho- 
8en in Christ, and setting forth the spiritual bles- 
sings they had received from their heayenly 
Father. At the close of the remarks just quoted, 
he speaks of God as * having made known to them 
the mystery of his will 7 and now we wish you to 
understand distinctly what the mystery of God's 
will is, and what it contains. You will doubtless 
perceive that it has reference to more than those, 
who were chosen in Christ, before the foundation 
of the world. It thus reads,— 

That, in the -dispensation of the fulness of 
times, he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both by which are in heaven and which 
are on earth, even in him.” ; 

By this pas8age you perceive, that the mystery 
of God's will, which was made known to ris cho- 
8en ones, declares the final salvation of © all things, 
both which are in heaven and on earth, You do: 


not learn that the chosen ones were to enjoy the 
blessings of 8alvation, and that all the rest were 
to be cast off forever. They were chosen in 
Christ, in. order that the mystery of (rod's will 
might. be made known unto them, and for certain 
other purposes ; but it is exceedingly preposterous 
to 8uppose, that they were chosen as the excln- 


give favorites of Heaven, and the remainder doom- 
ed to eternal pains, * for the praiee of God's vin- 
dictive Justice.* This, indeed, is the doctrine 
contained in the Article of Faith, which we have 
brought before you ; but it is not a doctrins eup- 
ported by our text, or its connection, or any pas- 
82ge of 8cripture. We are not bound, . therefore, 
the opinion of our adversaries to the contrary not- 
vithstanding, to interpret the article in question, 
and the passages in question, alike ; and this, be- 
cause they teach not, in a single point, the 8ame 
8ame doctrine, 

You have now learnt, my hearers, the purpose 
for which tne Apostle and his brethren were 
chosen ; and you are doubtless satisfied, that there 
is a wide difterence between the doctrine of Elec- 
tion, as 8et forth 4n the scriptures, and as explain- 
ed in the creeds of men. 'Those who were chosen, 


is, those who trusted in Christ, were 

chogen in him before. the foundation of the world, 
for purposes already mentioned. But are these 
_ the only ones, who, *in the dispensation of the ful- 
ness of times,” are to be saved? By no means. 
The Apoetle, in the next verses, 
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who ofterards trusted in Christ.. These are his 


wo | 

*In whom ye also trusted,)—that is, * the gainty 
at Ephesus,' to whom the Apostle was writing,— 
* ajtzr that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 
ot your- salvation ; in whom alao, aſter faat ye 
believed, ye were sealed with the holy spirit of 
promise ; which is the earnest of our inh2ritanece, 
until the redemption of the perchased pcezes8icD, 
unto the praise of his glory.” 

Here, then, we find vthers, who were not cho- 
gen in Christ, aſter hearing the wcrd of truth, 
probably through the instrumentality cf those who 
were chusen, and becoming believers, scaled w.th 
the holy spirit of promise } and these were an *carn- 
est* of what should aſterwards be obtained; cr, 
as the Apostle expresses it, *the earnest of our 
inheritance, until the redeintion of the purchascd 
pos8ession.'—* Until the redemption of the purcl ased 
pPo88e88ton.'— W hat does this wean 2 W hat is the 
wody wg” possession 2? Who made the pur 
chasge ? We answer,—the whole human ſainily 
is the * purchased possexion,” and Christ was the 
purchaser. He purchased it at the price of his 
blood. * He gave himself' a ransom 1or 8ll, to be 
testified in due time.” *He tasted Ceath for every 
man.* And by that acceptable sacrifice, he pur- 
chased the salvation of the world. 'Fhink ye.then 
my -kearers, that the world will -nct be saved ? 
No, let not such a sentiment rest in your mit ds 
for a 8ingle moment. As certain 'as Chiist has 
2iven himself a ranzem for all, 80 certain it is, 
that * God will have all men tobe saved, and ccme 
to the knowledge of the truth.” | 

You have nuw before yov, my hearers, the dce- 
trine of Election, as held by us, and as the 8crip- 
tures are believed to express it. We may here 
2bserve, however, that we believe Christ to be the 
elected one of his Father, and that he was elect=d 
asthe mediator of the New cov: nant an41 as the Sa 
vior of the world, and that he will assured'y acc«m- 
plish his object. Hence, by the m of the 
prophet, Jehovah says, * Behold my servant, whem 
[ uphold, mine Elect, in whom my 80nl delighteth 
[ have put my s8pirit upon him ; he shall brirg 
forth judgement to the gentiles.'—* He shall not 
fail nor be discouraged, till he have 8et judgemert 
in the earth; and the [s]les oy wait fcr _ __ 
By this e, It is plainly perceived, thet 
Christ Le ted one of God; and thrt te 
was elected for the benefit, aye, ſor the ealvzticn 
of the world. 

Following the example of his Father in hea- 
ven, and having the 8ame cbject in view, cur See. 
vior, also elected, or chose his twelve Apostles, to- 
preach the word, and to build up the cause cf 
christianity. Jn the 8same manner, and fir tle 
8ame purpose, St. Paul was chosen to preach to 
the gentiles, and to declare to them the word of 
everlasting life. And for the 8ame reascns, others, 
in other ages of the world, may have been chosen. 
'But in no instance,—no, not in one,—we will ven- 
ture to assert, has an electicn been made, ejther 
by the Father or by the Son, which has not for its 
altimate object and end, the good of those that 
were not elected. This, however, cannot be 2aid, 
in truth, of the popular doctrine of election. 

We may now pregnme, my hearers, that you 
clearly understand the doctrine of elect'on, as we 
believe it to be revealed in the gcriptures. And, 
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of others, | now, in bringing our 8ubject to « close, we cannot 


able to the character and conduet of God. We 
cm perceive nothing in it which is not calculated 
t'» improve the happiness, and secure the everlasd- 
ing welfare, of all intelligent beings. And 8uch 
be:ng the cage we can "reflect upon it with plea- 
gare, and endeavor to impress it on the minds of 
our friends and fellbw beings, without experien- 
cinz any fea;ful apprehensions of its consequen- 
ces. Inleed, it would afford us indiscribable 8a-, 
tizfaction, to witness its spread; and $9 have it take 
deep root in the heart of every man, woman and 
child, 

But in relation to the common doctrine of Elec- 
tiom, we cann»t peak thus. We 8hould behe our 
own coneiences, and give utterance to a sentiment 
which we c :nnot approve, 1f we should 88y* Chat 
we have no degire t6 check its prevalence. Most 
8incerely do we Cezire its entire and comylete ex- 
terth'nation from the face of the whole earth; and 
we do not hesitate to declare, that we have 8et our 
faces 'against it, and against all doctrines of a 81mi= 
lar character, with a fixed determination to do all 
in our power to uproot and destroy them. Little, 
it is trne, we may be able to do; but that little 
m'1t be done z and the rest we may leave with 
Henven's determination. 

Yon cannot feel at all sorprised, my hearers, 
tht, we shonld speak with great earnestness, and 
with great plainness too, in relation to the errors 
that preynil aronnd ns. We feel that it is time tb 
be np and doing, We know that there is & great 
contest gning on in the relivious world, and that we 
are called vprn, by every thing that we hold dear 
vrprn the earth, to buckle on the armor of faith, to 
t»te the eword of the 8pirit, and go forth to battle. 
The Alvceates of the creeds and inventions of 
mon, «of the partial and glocmy dectrines of the 
dry, have arryed themselves against the defen- 
ders of libern] Christianitv, and 'the benevolent 
doctrines of the Gosp*l. If they gain the victory, 
the s»n of religious liberty wil] go down in owls 
of darkness, ard our fertile fields, it may be, will 
be stained with the blogd of Dissenters. As, 
therefore, we would excape thee distressing evils, 
let ns be vpon cur guard, and watch constant] 
the movements of our enemies, and, above all, 
*earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to 
the enints,” 

B'1t. perhaps the hearer will 8y, the dangers to 
which the speaker adverts are merely imaginary ; 
and the evils, of which he speaks, may not rea- 
8oN? bly be enticipated, in this enlightened age, 
end in this highly favored and happy country. It 
may be 80.: and pocd will it be for us, for our race, 
ſor the cause of truth if it 48 80. But, even if 
there were no_ danger to be guarded against, on 
this provnd, there are nevertheless strong and 
svb=tartial reasons why we shenld aim at the des- 
t:veticn of every false doctrine, We every day 
w rness their-82d and dieasterons effects. We 
crery day ee their votaries falling beneath the 
h'nxFpg ecovrge of religions melancholy and- 
ſror\vi1 ſaraticiem. Ard on every passing pale, js 
b- rv the hideens howlines of manineks, or the pi- 
tcors menrmips of bereaved fathers, or mothers, 
cr hnsbends. or wives! or children, which they 
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forbear to remark, that, as we view it, it is a doc- 
trine worthy of our acceptance, and highly honor- 


perceive the necessify of exerting ourve}ves t6 
the utmost in the cause of rational 'snd liberal 
christianity? Let us, my hearers—each and all 
of us—seriously and candidly think on these 
things and govern ourselves accordingly, - 

But we must close our remarks. + Perhaps we 
have already detained you too Jong; but we have 
not 8aid 80 much, as the 8nbject plainly demands, 
The more we reflect upon the errors that pre- 
vail, and the more we contrast them with the 
great and glorious doctrines of the gospel, the 
more. we are persuaded that the cause of truth re. 
quires an earnest defence, and faithful, prompt, 
persevering 8upporters. And, in view of these 
things, we would call upon you, brethren, *to 
Stand fast in the liberty, wherewith Chrisr hath 
made you free, and be not again entangled with 
the yoke of bondage.” 


ORIGIN OF. SIN, 


For a long time past, even for many centuries, 
the origin of sin has been a subject of tedious 
and perplexing controversy, among Philosophers 
and Christians. The question hys often been 
asked, * How could sin have found its way into the 
world, 1f not through the no 9orne or agency of 
the Supreme Being ” It has been reluctantly 
admitted by some, and boldly and zealonsly main- 
tained by others, that Jehoveh did unquestionably 
design its existence,—not indeed, as 8in ; but as 
something ess8entially necessary in the moral sys- 
tem, and obviously calculated to promote the good 
of the great whole. And this opinion has been 
disputed and contested on the ground, that if He 
did 80, it were plainly and indisputably an act of 
1njustice and cruelty, on His part, to punish the 
sImnner, Besides ; it it had an existence consis- 
tently with His design, or even by His permission, 
or agency, it 18 exceedingly difficult, we are told, 
to reconcile snch an idea with the plain fact, that 
His expressed and implied commands are all di- 
rectly opposed to it. And furthermore ; to make 
a man a 8inner, or even to create him hable to 
commit 8in, and then to punish him for ginning, 
implies, it is argued, an inconsistency in the Di- 
vine character, and involves a contradiction in the 
conduct of the Eterna}, which the most vigorous 
efforts of reason cannot reconcile. These,—and 
that it 1s opposed to His spotless purity and per- 
fect holiness,—are the principal objections urged 
against the opinion, that God permitted or caused 
Sin, or what we call moral evil, to exist. 

But, notwithstanding the plausibility of these 
objections, we are neverthe confident, that 
God may be considered as the primary cause of 
the introduction of sin into the moral system, 
without any detriment to his moral character.— 
Only let it be understood, that sin 1 | 
to exist for the ultimate good of many 1 


heve ccersicned, Ard con we witness theee | nnd 


reeres of alarm and terfor—can we 'contem- | 


Flate the causes which produce them; and not 


___ — P—Y —_—_—_ me Fo =... _ oy ccmMmawmn ©o-w=cxc 


what was perfectly right, and isely as it 8hould 
have been. The means which he had adopted to 
accomplish the end in view, were equally as 
good in his 8ight, as the end they were designed 
to subzerve. Indeed, the all-pervading eye of 
Jehovah can discover no 8uch thing as sin or mor- 
al evil, in the sense in which we understand it, in the 
Universe! Sin or moral eyil, as we view it, is not 
« viewed by the Deity ; nor should we 80 view it, 
if we could 8ee, as he 8ees, the end from the be- 
ginning. Could we look through the whole moral 
system and clearly perceive all its parts, and un- 
derstand all its relations, we should undoubtedly 
zee, that virtue and vice, pleasure and pain, weal 
and woe, are all tending to one point, verging to 
the same thing—the universal good of mankind. 
A very celebrated Philosopher and Poet has 8aid, 


© Respecting man, whatever wrong we call, 
May, must be right, as relative to all.” 
And again 
« All nature is but art unknown to thee ; | 
All chance direction which thon canst not gee; © - 


All discord, , not anderatood ; de N 
All partial evil, universal ; Dh, 
And, spite of pride, in erring reason's spite, 


One truth is clear, whatever is, 18 right.? 

And this sentiment 1s perfectly correct, in rela- 
tion to final events. Whatever 1s, in the general 
plan and purpose of God, is right, and will end in 
the universal harmony aud happiness of the moral 
creation. : 

| Reasoning thus on this subject, then, we trace. 

810, as 8uch, to its origin. in man. It can indeed 
exist, no where else. And although the Deity has 
permitted it to exist, yet he has permitted it only 
on the ground that it will be finally productive of 
great and lasting good, We may therefore re- 
peat an obseryation, which we have before made, 
| that 8in or moral evil, as we view it, is not 80 view- 
ed by the Deity. And in order to illustrate and 
defend this pogition, we may bere observe, that a 
Surgeon may be the author or cause of extreme 
pain, in perfarming a surgical operation; which to 
a by-stander, who is not at all acquainted with the 
Surgeon's buginess, who does not know the 8ur- 
geon's object, may be considered as very inhuman 
and eruel ; but, the 8urgeon would not view the 
case 1n this light, He would view the. pain he 
had caused—not as an evil, strictly speaking—but 
as & Neces8ary means of producing the bealth and 
Strength and iness of him who suffers it ; as 
80mething essentially and inseparably conneeted 
with the good of his peer [hat might seem 
to be a real evil, to a. by-stander, and even to the 
payiens himself, would not appear in the. same 
A to the 8urgeon, who can 8ee, in prospect, the 
eneficial regult of his operation. Just 80 it is in 
ge to the 8ubject we are considering.— 
My may Seem to us, who cannot und 

e nsCrutable. designs of Jehovah, who cannot 
penetrate all the- mysteries of his providence, to 

WF evil is not yiewed as 8uch by | RE be 
and kn He understands, perfectly 


ows all things. | | 
yell that all is designed to answer.some benevo- 
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in 8in and its consequences. But, it should be 
distinctly understood, that gin does not consst in 
being in nor in the temptation, but in giving 
way, in yielding to temptation. Now, not-to ar- 
gue whether man may or may not resist tempta- 
tion, we need only remark, that he does not re- 
sist it ; but yields to it and ins. Hence, as the 
act of yielding may be considered as an act of 
his, sin, of course, has its origin in him. 

In relafion to what has now been said, we may 
briefly remark, that whatever God has permitted 
or caused to exist, when spoken of in reference 
to the great whole, should not be understood in 
the sense in which we view sin or moral evil; that 
is, as 8omething which should not exist; but only 
in relation to the conduct of shortsighted, imper- 
fect man. What we call sin or moral evil, when 
viewed in connection with all its remote conse- 
quences, ceases to be 8uch; and is always viewed 
m this light, by the oP pore Sol mmdaberan 
all-comprehensive mind of the Deity. 

Viewing the subject in this light, it would well 
become us to place a strict and constant guard 
over our actions, and endeayor to resist the force 
of temptation by doing which, we may be enabled 
to say at the close of onr earthly pilgrimage, we 
*have fought the good fight,” we © have overcome 
the world,” and enjoy the richest of all blessings 
—even the blessing of an approving concience. 

C. C. 


 —_ * 
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HABITS. 
In this article, we propose to give a wotd of ad- 
vice to our young readers, and to urge the neces- 
sity of forming 8uch habits, in the outset, as will 
enable them, 1f persevering practiced, to appear 
on the stage of action, in a character highly cred- 
itable to themselves, and useful to the world. 
| They will not, we trust, take it as unkind in us to 
call their attention to this 8ubject, when they 8e- 
riously consider the fact, that many young persons 
have experienced a fearful shipwreck of character, 
and brought upon. themselves 8wift destruction 
by reflecting too little upon the course they intend 
to take, before they venture upon the voyage of 
life. It will be fax better for them to pause awhile 
and to shape their course with discretion, than 
rashly to plunge their frail barks upon the, perilous 
ocean, and trust to a favorable turn of circumstan- 
ces, to escape the innumerable dangers, to which 
they are constantly e s 
he skillful mariner, before he ventures his 
Ship upon the * dark rolling waves,' or even before 
he weighs his anchor, marks out upon the map the 
tract he entends to follow, and shapes his course 
ingly. With favorable tides and propitious 
gales, he steadily follows the course marked out, 
and 800n anchors his vessel in the desired haven. 
But if, on his voyage - the storm and the tempest 
how] around him, and contrary winds - and counter 
' tides drive him from: his course, he seizes the first. . 
favorable moment, to fix his eye at the quadrant, 
to look at his chronometer, to ascertain what lati- 


| purpose, and will end.ja the happiness of his | tude and longitude he is. in, and then bears away, 
gy | id | hy purge be, and steers, direct- 
EY therefore, as. we yiew it, had its origin in | ly to the intended Port, 
Ka We know,. in that the creature 10as | . Thus let it be with those who are about to make 
tion, by BS: 008 rbick state.and. condi-| the voyage of life. Let thera mark out the course.. 
b NW NP 00: ted, and haiaghprr yo for them to take, and resolutely pur- 
is wg ns is £u6 it till they..reach the. Port of Heaven, w 


ed! the weary are at rest and the wicked cease from 
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troubling. If however, by untoward circumstan- 
ces, by unexpected events of providence, they 
miss their way, let them double and. treble their 
exertions, until they find it. Let them' unrole and 
examine, the map of past occurrences and events 

and anxiously shun all those rocks, and shoals, and 
whirlpools, which have whelmed in ruin many an 
ill-fated vessel. It is of the first importance that 
they should understand the danger they may meet 
with, the perils they may have to encounter, be- 
fore they venture their frail and feeble barks upon 
the ocean of life. They mast know the vices and 
follies of the world, in order to avoid them. In- 
deed, they must know that many ills and evils, 
© which mortality is heir to, in order to guard 
aganst them. 

In order to enter upon the 8stage of action, in a 
commendable character, the first thing to be done 
is, to fix their minds upon the proper course to be 
pursued; and the next thing 1s, to pursue that 
course; and habit will soon render it easy. If in- 
dustry is thought to be a virtue, they should 
be industrious; if prudence, they should be pru- 
dent; if temperance, they should be temperate ; 
if honesty, they should be honest; and the 8ame 
rule should be observed, in relation to all the vir- 
tues. It will not require much time to habituate 
themselves to the practice of those virtues ; and, 
when their habits are once formed, they will prac- 
tice them. as a matter of course, It is a perni- 
cious sentiment, . that it is easier_ to. practice the 
vices of the world, than it is its virtues ; and those 
who heed it, are in constant danger of being 
drawn into the vortex of iretrievable ruin. It is 
just as easy for them to be industrious as idle, 
temperate as intemperate, honest as dishonest, 
ry ent as imprudent, if they only acquire 'the 

abit of practicing those virtues. And in addition 
to all this, they may depend upon enjoying a far 

reater degree of happiness. Yes, they may be 

appy, and prosperous, and respected, with as lit- 
tle trouble as they can be wretched, and poor and 
degraded. We might appeal to facts, with which 
all are acquainted, were such an appeal necessary, 
to attest the truth of the remarks we have made. 
Every one it may be presumed,has heard the indus- 
trious man as often complaining of the irksome- 
ness of being idle, as he has of the indolent man 
of being compelled to labor. Now all this is ow- 
ing to the different habits they have formed. The 
one has formed habits of industry, and the other 
has nnige habits of idleness; and it is Just as 
hard for the one to break over the habits he has 
formed, as it is for the other. /t would then be- 
come the young, of both sexes, to form good hab-' 
its, temperate and prudent habits, and they will 
find no difficulty, in after life, in following them. 
They will find it far easier and far better, to begin 
right and go right, than to begin wrong, and be 
compelled to change their course. 

We would urge 1t upon them, then, to make a 
wise and prudent choice, in reference to the course 
they mean to take, now, before their habits are 
formed and permanently fixed. We would have 


them fix their minds upon the person, whose hab- 
Kariter | 


its of living they deem correct, whose | 
and conduct they would wish to imitate, whose 
example they are desirous of following, and let 


the model they have gelected be constant! nd 


in view, By opting ng ple 
easy to form correct habits, and fix 
ter for futurs nsefulness and respectability. 


| 


And we would urge those, whose habits are a. 
ready formed, 'and whose character and reputa. 
tion are suffering by those habits, to be up and 
doing. Let them break over them at once; anq 
let them do it with an unconquerable resolution to 
indulge them no longer. It may be hard for them 
todo80; but it should be done ; and if it can eyer 
be done it can be done now. 'The longer they are 
indulged, the more inveterate they grow! and if 
they are not rooted out and destroyed, they will 
g00N root out and destroy the happiness, the char. 
acter and reputation of those who indulge them, 
Let the word, therefore, be said, and let the work 
be done. It can, it should, and, if a good resoly. 
tion be formed, i will be done, and done immedi. 
ately. C. 6G, 
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[For the Ugiversalist.] 


© It is better to go to the house of or pe than'to go 
to the house of ſeasting; for that is the end of all men; and . be 
living will lay it to his heart.?. Ececl. vii. 2. 

There are particular times and seasons, when - 
we feel the truth and force of those sayings in 
Holy Writ, which at other times make but a taint | 
impression on the mind. I have often read this 
passage, and also several s8ermons and comments 
upon it ; eome written to show its propriety, and . 
others, to remove the perplexities which some 
might 8appose it involves. But never before did 
I 8ee 8uch a practical illustration of it, or feel 8 
gensibly the truth it inculcates, as on a recent-0c- - 
casion. Let sceptics ridicule the revelation of 
Heaven, and stigmatize its writers; let the giddy 
and the licentious complain of the harshness and - 
austerity of its precepts, and riot in their midnight 
cabals of jollity and merriment ; but while I ee 
men 8ubject to death, and behold them weep! 
over the ashes of their departed relatives; 
know that I must s0on bid adieu to all the scenes 
of earth, and follow those who have gone before | 
me down the valley ; and while the scriptures bid | 
me hope and believe that kindred and friends hall 

in meet in a world where no trouble can reach | 
them—£hall embrace-each other, and renew thelt | 
early friendship, riven assunder by death, I hull 
heed neither their cavils nor murmurs. 
« I'll call them vanities and lies, 
' And bind the gospel to my heart.' 

As I sat this afternoon, in the house of a bro | 
ther, in rather a contemplative frame of mind, 
reading the trial of Col. Burr, a ca:riage came to1ls | 
door, in which he requested me to take a seat and | 
accompany him to a funeral. The news of a fune. 
ral struck me, the it always does) with a solemnltf 
peculiar to s8uch occasions, and which, a reflectiol 


on mans's —_— is adapted to inspire. We. 
took our seats and mov 

place of destination, 

group of friends and re 


ich 
struck n ras, how vain and how empty"ar 
all anthle titles and distinctions ! How puerile 
and idle are that praise and veneration, claimed 
and too often W to thoge, whom we'call great 
and powerful. To what do all the petty lines of 
distinction, which are drawn between the rich and 
the poor, the high and the low, the black and the 
white, amount? Death, the great leveller, enters 
our dwellings, and immediately the prince lies as 
low as the peasant. One common house, the 
grave, receives them both, and their spirits return 
to one God. 

But passing up a flight of stairs, we soon enter- 
ed the chamber where were seated another group 
of a very different appearance ; the sight of which 
convinced m2 of ,my mistake with regard to the 
persons below ; and turned my attention from re- 
mote 8peculation, to kindred and deep felt sor- 
row. These were tne relatives ef the dead, 8igh- 
ing an1 80bbing most bitterly. Every face that I 
could behold was dressed in sadness, and eye 
countenance indicated a grief not to be expressed. 
0! how I wished for the power of 8peaking peace to 
their wounded hearts ! I did for a moment desire 
(perhaps the desire was impious, if it was I could 
not help it) the power of Omnipotence ; that I 
could have said as Jesus did to us, *come 
forth, and have called back to life the object of 
their affection. But the rules of propriety did not 
allow me 80 much as to s8peak one word of cons0- 
lation to their aching bosoms; and I held my 
peace and {onned in 8pirit. 

My mind was again turned to the awfal subject 
of death. O thou horrid monster, thought I, how 
mighty thy power! how vast thy dominion ! how 
a>z0lut2 thy reign! Thy claim is universal ; thy 
nature is inexorable ; thy desire is never satisfiec ; 
thy empire is boundless ; thou destroyest every 
thing thou approachest. What conquest dost 
thou not boast 2 What warrior can compete with 
thee? Thou art victorious over victory itself. 
The mightiest conquerors are conquered by thee. 
Thouga David, and Ceasar, and Titus, and Bona- 
parte 8nabdued and destroyed the great and the 

werful, thou didst conquer them all at last, and 

ay them as low as those they had slain! Though 
none eyer 8ing thy praises ;- though no laurel 
ever wreathes thy brow ; though thy march is s1- 
lent, and thy council held behind a veil, which no 
eye can peirce z thou art conqueror and 8overeign 
of all, and every living creature owns thy 8way ! 

But yet, thank Heaven thy reign is short! Thou 
Strickest but a blow, and thy arm is unnerved ! 

hoge very ones whom thou dost slay, shall 
triumph over thee at last ! They hall break thine 
adamantine chains, and 8how th 

een an ugurpation. Remember Moynt Calvery, 
and Jesus on its rugged summit, whom thou didst 
murder with the bitterest tortures ! He burst thy 
hitherto impenetrable barriers; he rent > anc 
n twain and shewed us light beyond it! *T'was 
be who taught us the consoling truth, that thy 
pretended claim would be of short duration; 
t he had converted thy whole empire into an 
ory to connect this world to our immo! 
Bak my meditation 


object, more 


th 
bis 
ho 


Was 800n broken by another 
ecting than any I had yet seen. 1 


Mn, the etfonn Ul 


y reign to have: 


was turned that way. 1 knew. not who it was; 
but the emotions of sorrow it created, were irre- 
Sistible. I needed not the command to * Weep 
with those who weep,” A stoic could not have 
forborn. There was not a heart, but that yearned 
with pity and deep concern. An elderly lady en- 
tered the room supported by a friend. Her face 
was covered with a veil, (for about real and unaf- 
fected grief, there is a holy diffidence, it wishes 
not to attract attention ; but chooses the closset 
or the 8olitary retreat,-where no eye can see it 
but the Almighty's.) She wept with cries, that 
would have pierced a heart of steel. And well 
she might; it was the mother of the deceaged, 
She had come into the chamber to witness the last 
ceremony over her beloved and only. daughter. 
She was seated in a chair; and leaning forward 
80 far as to hide her face, wrung her hands and 
wept with an anguish, which cannot be described, 
and which none but a tender mother can feel.—- 
My heart bled as I gazed upon her; and not mine 
only ; for all in the chamber burst into tears. 
Never can there be witnessed more native and 
unaffected grief, than was manifested on the part of 
the relatives ; nor more s8ympathy and humanity by 
gpectators, for a bereaved mother in distress, and a 
fond hasband mourning the loss of an affectionate 
and beloved wife, who in a few months after their 
union had been cut down by death. The 8scene 
was affecting in the highest degree; it. could be 
9 : but it cannot be described. 


The clergyman who administered the funeral 
-obsequies, by whose invitation I was there, so0n 
showed us that his heart was deeply imbued with 
christian philanthropy; that he was a man of 
God, worthy of the sacred office he filled, and a 
comforter of the afflicted. ' He bore their burdens 
to the throne of divine grace. He commended 
the mourners to that God, who is a Father to the 
 fatherless, and the widow's God and husband ; 
who has taught us, * Blessed are they who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. All joined with him 
in- the 8acred invocation. We felt the virtue of 
rayer and the Omnipotence of the christian hope. 
Though we were all melted into tears at his ac- 
ccnts, they were not the tears of despondency, 
but those of reliance and gratitude. At that mo» 
ment, O! how highly did I appreciate the value 
of the christian religion! © Every thing else faded 
into nothing before it. Like the sun, in his eter- 
nal sphere, it poured a flood of light and comfort on 
the darkness around it. It illuminated our minds 
with hope and confidence, and rendered folerable 
those heavy loads of 8orrow, which without it, 
would have heen insupportable. 
- Great God, thought I, how excellent, how be- 
gn, how glorious, 1s the gospel thou hast given 
us! It is all virtue, and purity, end love. It warms 
our hearts with gratitude, it inspires our s0uls 
with the best consolations. Amidet all the trials 
of life, it is a 8taff upon which we can lean with 
satisfaction. And in the last hour of disolving 
nature, it is an anchor that takes hold on heaven. 
lt inspirits the soul amidst the vapors of death, and 
b holy faith points forward to a pure atmos- 
phers abore, to « happy region, whers there i 
A 


need of the sun, for 


ws we 


every 
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MEN OF UNDERSTANDING. 

This title distin 
appeared in Flanders and Brussels in the year 
1511, They owed their origin to an illiterate man, 
whose name was Egidius Cantor, and to Wiiliam 
of Hildenison, a Carmelite monk. They pretend- 
ed to be honored with celestial visions, denied 
that any could arrive at perfect knowledge of the 
holy scriptures without the extraordinary 8uccors 
of divine illumination, and declaredthe approach 
of a new revelation from heaven, more perfect 
than the gospel of Christ. They aid that the 
regurrection was accomplished in the person of 
TJesus, and no other was to be expected : that the 
inward man was not defiled by the ontward ac- 
tions, whatever they were: that the pains of hell 
were to have an end : and not only all mankind, 
but even the devils themselves, were to return to 
God, and to be made partakers of eternal felicity. 
They also taught among other things, that Christ 
alone had merited eternal life and felicity for the 
human race ; and that therefore men could not 
acquire this inestimable privilege by their own ac- 
tions alone—that the priests, to whom the people 
confessed their transgressions, had not the power 
of absolving them, but this authority was vested in 
Christ alone—that voluntary penance and mortifi- 
cation were not neceesary to salvation. 

This denomination appears to have been a 
branch of the Brethren . and Sisters of the Free 
Spirit. | 

Some of the Boston papers have lately stated 
that * The bills of the St. Albans Bank are not 
received at the Boston Banks, 'The St. A. paper 
in reply, 8ays, that, * Between the 4th of Oct. and 
the 9th of Nov. the Boston Banks received more 
than $50,000 in Specie, at the counter of the St. 
Albans Bank, and they are informed that there is | 
more in readiness for them. . 


MARRIED. In this city by Rev. Mr. Pauer> Mr. 
Peter Forrester to Miss Eunice Hawkes, of Lynafield. 
Mr. Isaac Howe to Miss Mary Bently. as 

By Rev. H. Ballou. Mr. Jamey Davis and Miss Eliza- 
beth Parker. © RES 

By Rev. Mr. Malcolm, Mr. Augustos Sabens to Miss 
Augusta Temple. AF 4 
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DIED, In this city, Mrs. Charlotte Elizabeth, wiſe of 
John Brazer Glover, 3 So. 9h aL... 

At South Boston, of et ſever, Cassendana E. sec- 
ond daughter bf Rev. Benjamin Whittemore, aged 6 years 
and 4 months. This is the 8econd death which has occur- 
red in Mr. Whittemore's family in the course of a few 
days. Only two weeks before the demise of this lovely, 

ter his yougest 80n, a child of 1G months, was cut down 
by the fell d r. Thus 8uddenly have two fair and 
very promising flowers been withered, and left their pa- 
rents to mourn in deep anguish and sorrow over one balf of 
- their children. Twoare yet with them, and two in heaven. 


—_ 
i. 


the little children to come unto me, 
of 8uch is the kingdom 


ished a denomination which | 
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Tho night was duck 5 nnd raging wet | 
Ran mountains high, then yawn'd 
While adverse winds their course 
Their strength o'er came, their hearts 


like graves ; 
betriged 
ismay*d, 


The night was dark ; and lond the roar 
Of waves that bent the struggling oar ; 
And fierce the winds that swept the ain, 
And render'd toil and labor vain, 


Among the waves a form was scen, 

A 8pirit-like, of frightſul mien ; 

Each trembling sailor quak'd with fear, 
Expecting fell destruction near. 


A well known voice bade fear subside ; 
It calm*d-the winds and bush'd the tide : 
© Fear not; *'tis I ;* the Savior spake ; 
And all was tranquil on the lake. 


From this let montrners courage take, 

When toss*d on 8orrow's troubled lake; 

The Savior saith © fear not *tis I, 

Your lov*d ones rest with me on high.? mH. », 


Lines 8ugges'ed on 8eeing an inſant corpee, 
And is this death ! is death so fair, 
+ So beautiful a thing ? 
I always had a gloomy thought 
About the © tyrant king ;? 
But now methioks if this be death 
I have pot half the dread 
That once I thought that I should ſeel 
When gazing on the dead. 


Came, weeping mother, come and look 
Upon thine infant's face, 
And grief will fly thine aching heart 
nd peace will take its G 


er 
As if to tell thee of the bliss 
Of that bright world above. 


- Tis true its pretty playful feet 
Are not akon we ' rn 
'Tis true its little loving arms 

Are round thy neck nv more, 

Nor hall the music of its voice 
E'er greet again thine ear, 

Nor shall those once bright sparkling eyes 
Send forth affection's tear ;— 


But, mother, wonder not, "tis dead— 
These things can be no more— 

But 8ay, was e'er thy babe, the half 
So beautiful before ? 

Thou canst not wish it back to share 
In all the grief and wo 

That follow in the path of all 
Who have their lot below. 


O no, thy child is now with God, 
ou Ww not have it here, 
For it is far more happy now 
n we can dream of here. 
And ſear thou not, it loves thee till, - 
Mr race grove rant 
or IG ww 6s k 4 | on earth, 
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